Laryngeal diversion in the treatment of chronic aspiration in children.
Chronic aspiration in children can be life-threatening, especially in patients with underlying pulmonary disorders. Numerous surgical procedures have been described to treat chronic aspiration. In patients with severe chronic aspiration, laryngeal diversion is the most effective procedure for reducing soilage of the pulmonary tract. Over a 10-year period at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, 14 patients with life-threatening aspiration were managed with a laryngeal diversion. Surgical correction of aspiration resulted in stabilization or improvement of pulmonary function in these patients. The surgical management of chronic aspiration in the pediatric patient is discussed.